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statesman, administrator and unbiassed observer of all that
he had seen. Within two days of entering the Ukraine he had
reached a final verdict.
After a last word of thanks to the Soviet dignitaries assembled
at the station the visitors left in their special train for Kharkov.
The hero of the day and his companions could rest from their
exertions in their saloons. But while they were digesting the
impressions of this busy day in the Ukrainian metropolis the
express was passing through the very districts where the
struggle for food was at its worst during these summer days,
when a ragged and starving population had to surrender its
crops by order of the Moscow Envoy^ and when the military
actually had to enforce the collection of the grain. There are
authentic reports on this point, and even the Soviet denials
are merely a matter of form. But M. Herriot had seen and heard
nothing of all this.
The reason why this could be so is that the programme of
this journey for purposes of study, or rather this triumphal
progress through the Ukraine, did not allow of anything being
seen save what the authorities desired to show. A fortunate
coincidence, however, led another foreign observer, who cer-
tainly could not be suspected of being the mouthpiece of the
<£National Socialist enemies of the Soviet regime" to Kiev
simultaneously with M. Herriot. On the conclusion of the
Zionist Congress at Prague last summer Mr. Harry Lang had
travelled to Southern Russia to study the position of the Jews.
It is to him that we are indebted for the following description
of events during and after M. Herriot's stay at Kiev.1
**We were staying at Kiev/' he said, "at the time when the
French delegation was expected, and thus became witnesses
of the camouflage practised at the time. On the day before the
arrival of the delegation the entire populace was mobilized at
two a.m. to dean the streets and decorate the houses. Tens oj
1 The description was given during a lecture before the Jewish Sholoxc
Aleichim Chib in Paris.

